
 
 
Response to the Local Government and Communities Committee’s call for 
evidence on Non-Domestic Rates (Scotland) Bill.  
 
About the SBPA  
 
The Scottish Beer & Pub Association (SBPA) is the leading trade body representing 
Scotland’s brewers and pub companies. As part of the UK-wide, BBPA, our members 
account for 90 percent of the beer brewer in the UK and around half of the nation’s 
pubs. In Scotland, the beer and pub sector add £1.66 billion to the economy every 
year, supporting 66,830 jobs and paying £780 million in wages annually.  
 
Non-Domestic Rates Bill  
 
We are writing to highlight our concerns regarding the bill as proposed, specifically 
Amendment 9 to the bill, which ends the Uniform Business Rates across Scotland and 
transfers control of setting of the poundage rate to Local Authorities, potentially 
impacting reliefs and introduces the possibility of further supplements/levies at council 
level.  
 
In partnership with other sector-specific trade bodies (UKHospitality and Scottish 
Licensed Trade Association), the SBPA has been campaigning for a fairer and more 
transparent system of valuation for hospitality and licensed premises. The last 
revaluation (2017), was particularly punishing to our sector with many premises 
receiving unsustainably high increases, ultimately requiring the intervention of the 
Government with the 12.5% real-terms cap on increases for licensed and hospitality 
premises.  
 
Looking ahead to the next revaluation (2022), we’re working closely with Government 
and the Scottish Assessors Association (SAA) to ensure that our sector is not unfairly 
hit by the rates burden, which already disproportionately impacts the industry which 
has had to deal with numerous cost increases over the last decade. There’s been 
numerous regulatory changes, increase in costs through rises in staff, energy, 
entertainment, a smoking ban, toughening of the drink-drive limit, increased 
competition and shift away from on-trade sales.  
 
We believe that the devolution of the powers contained within Amendment 9 effectively 
ends the uniform business rate (UBR) in Scotland. The SBPA believe this will have a 
further negative impact on businesses across the country, as the current system 
allows for consistency and stability across the whole country and has done for the last 
20 years. The SBPA and our members have deep reservations and concerns 
regarding the potential regional variations, especially at a tough trading time for 
industry and with numerous economic headwinds.  
 
Furthermore, we are also concerned for the following reasons:  
 

• There has been very little consultation or assessment on the economic impact 

on businesses.  



 
• It will lead to further increases to RVs for hospitality premises which will impact 

on the future viability of many of these businesses.  

• It will likely result in up to 32 different tax rates across the country, these will 

likely be unpredictable on a year-to-year basis and create new administrative 

complexities which will further damage businesses.   

• The possibility of new, damaging supplements in the form of localised or 

industry-specific levies is also of huge concern.  

• We believe it will further damage Scotland’s reputation as a place to do 

business, with a more gruelling business rates system than the rest of the UK.  

• Create inconsistencies in the revenue realised by Local Authorities, likely 

placing further strain on businesses and council taxpayers.  

The SBPA strongly urges the committee to reconsider Amendment 9 due to the 
negative impact it will have on business, the lack of scrutiny afforded to the proposal, 
and the wider potential negative consequences that will be felt. We urge the 
Committee to protect UBR and reject this proposal before moving to Stage 3.  
 
 
 
 


